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The tate Prof. Axe. 


Very rarely does a veterinary surgeon, in making 
the final disposition of his effects, take thought for 
the profession in which his life has been passed. 
Many of our members have died possessed of con- 
siderable means without making the slightest pro- 
vision for any of the numerous needs of the pro- 
fession. The testamentary dispositions of the late 
Prof. Axe, some details of which are now published, 
and will be found on another page, are therefore 
especially noteworthy, though those who knew the 
testator well will probably be the least surprised at 
their nature. 

All students of veterinary history, to say nothing 
of old graduates of the London School, will be glad 
to hear of the provision for portraits of Spooner, 
Simonds, Varnell, and Brown. It may be noted 
that all four were colleagues at Camden Town with 
Prof. Axe, who therefore was well able to appre- 
ciate their merit. All, in their day, did work for 
the profession well worthy of permanent memorial, 
and the value of their present recognition is en- 
hanced by the fact that it comes from one whose 
own work was not unworthy of comparison with 
theirs. 

This tribute to the memories of celebrated veteri- 
narians is a great deal ; the provision for unfortunate 
members of the profession is much more. In 
making ultimate disposition of a considerable pro- 

ortion of his fortune to the Victoria Veterinary 
aati Fund, for the erection of almshouses, 
Professor Axe has set an example to the profession. 
Far too little assistance is given to our benevolent 
funds, and it may be hoped that this bequest will 
stimulate others. Many practitioners could well 
spare a small legacy for this purpose, and if the 
duty were generally recognised, there would be 
removed what we are afraid, at present, must be 
described as a reproach to the profession. 

Not the least gratifying feature of these bequests 
is that they will do something to perpetuate the 
memory of a man who never peel his due meed 
of praise from the veterinary profession. In many 
respects Prof. Axe was in advance of his time, and 
certainly he did a great deal of good to the veteri- 
narians of his time. But most of his work—as, for 
instance, his tutorial work—was not of a nature 
to attain visible permanence, and it is possible that 
another generation might almost have forgotten 
him. The portraits associated with his name will 
do something to keep that name alive; the alms- 
houses to be built will do much more, and the 
poorest in our ranks are those that will remember 
him most kindly. 





FRACTURES IN CATTLE. 


I have read with interest the cases of fracture in 
cattle described by Mr. Villar in your issue of last 
Saturday (Jan. 29th), and should like to record the 
following two cases which I have bad during the 
last two years. 

Case I.—On June 20th, 1908, I was called to see 
a two year old Irish steer which I found to be suff- 
ering from comminuted fracture of the near meta- 
carpal bone midway between the knee and fetlock. 
As the bullock was too poor to be worth anything 
as meat, I decided to set the leg as an experiment. 
Tbis was done by means of tow splints and a long, 
adhesive plaster bandage. The bullock was then 
put into a loose box and allowed to take his chance. 
In about three weeks time he began to bear a little 
weight on the leg, and when I removed the bandages 
on August 12th he was quite free from lameness, 
although the bone at seat of injury was considerably 
enlarged. 

Case IT.—On September 9th, 1909, I was called 
to see a yearling homebred bullock, suffering from 
fracture of the tibia in off hind leg, just above the 
hock. Here again, as steer was worth nothing 
dead, I decided to set the fracture. This was done, 
as in previous case, but as it proved difficult to get 
the splints and bandages tight enough, we laced an 
old leather legging as tightly as possible over the hock 
and tibia above the baudages, which acted as an addi- 
tional support. The bandages were removed on 
October 14th, when it was found the fracture had 
set perfectly, the steer was quite free from lameness 
and there was no appreciable deformity of the leg. 

Remarks.—As fractures in young cattle usually 
seem to set very readily, leaving the animals free 
from lameness, and with very little deformity of the 
affected part, I am wondering if it would not be 
worth while occasionally to set limbs in foals and 
colts, especially in pedigree fillies. Perhaps some 
reader of The Veterinary Record can tell me from 
experience whether the setting of fractures in young 
colts is successful, and whether sucb cases are 
likely to go lame when put to work. 

W. WATERS, M.R.C.V.S. 

Blofield, Norwich. 








The schedule of diseases for which competitors for the 
Fourth Cawdor Cups must be examined until these cups 
are won outright is as follows :—Roaring—Whistling, 
Ringbone, Sidebone, Unsound Feet, Navicular Di 
a (Bone), Stifle Joint Disease, Stringhalt, Chorea 
(Shivering), Cataract. 
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TEMPERATURE IN BLACK QUARTER. 


My attention was attracted to the abstract from 
foreign journals in The Veterinary Record, 8th 
January, 1910, dealing with Black quarter temper- 
atures. Since that date I have been able to take 
temperatures in two cases, in the initial stage of the 
disease, and hope as opportunity offers other prac- 
titioners will contribute notes, so that a fair number 
can be bad to obtain an average from. It would 
appear strange that a disease so rapid in its onset, 
and one that causes such marked systemic disturb- 
ance, should be totally unattended with elevation of 
temperature (at all events in its initial stage). In 
both cases I record the animals were seen before 
the disease had advanced to a diagnostic stage. In 
the first instance there was a shoulder swelling but 
no crepitation, tempt. 104° F. In the second 
animal no swelling whatever, tempt. 106:1° F. No 
other temperatures were taken unfortunately, but 
the animals developed typical Black quarter symp- 
toms, and died, and post mortem examinations were 


In three of the four cases, the cysticercus en- 
closed in the sarcoma was the only one found in 
the organs. In the fourth case, one additional 
cysticercus was present in the liver apart from the 
sarcoma. In this fourth case, the sarcoma was the 
size of a small pea; but, despite its small volume 
and apparent recent date, numerous secondary sar- 
comatous centres existed in the epiploon. It is not 





| stated whether this sarcoma belonged to the round- 
celled or to the spindle-celled variety. The other 
three sarcomata were all larger than this one, and 
were all spindle-celled. One had given rise to 
secondary growths in the epiploon; the other two 
bad not yet become metastatic. 

The cysticercus can scarcely be thought to be 
the direct and sole cause of the neoplasm. If the 
presence of such a parasite sufficed to induce neo- 
plasmata, they should be more common in rats, 
as the liver is very frequently parasitic in these 
animals. 

There is evidently a relation, which requires ex- 
planation, between the existence of tumours and 
the presence of the cysticercus. It may be, as 





made to ensure correctness before recording. There Borrel thinks, that the cysticercus acts as a carrier 
is therefore no doubt that in both these cuses the |of infection, and thus indirectly causes neoplas- 
temperature record is quite opposed to the exper-|mata. On the other hand, the cysticercus may 
iences recorded in your foreign notes, and if a | have developed in a-pre-existing tumour, as in 
sufficient number could be taken in the early stages | normal tissue. This latter hypothesis implies a 
I am of opinion that fever of greater or less extent | marked predilection of the parasite for neoplasmic 
would be found to be the rule, not the exception. | tissue, for in three of these four cases the one cys- 


The two cases recorded were in well bred heifers 15 | ticercus present in the liver was found within the 


to 18 months old, in good condition. 
A. J BECKETT, M.R.C.V.S. . 


St. Albans. 








ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 





Tue RevaTION oF CysTICERCUS FASCIOLARIS TO 
Hepatic SARCOMATA. 


In a recent note communicated to the Society 
of Biology, Bridré and Conseil described « case 
of spindle-celled sarcoma of the liver of the 
rat, in which, as in others previously observed by 
Borrel and by Rigaud, the Sarcoma contained a 
Cysticercus fasciolaris (the cysticercal form of 
Tenia crassicollis of the cat.) Bridré and Conseil 
recorded their case as supporting the hypothesis of 
Borrel that the cysticercus acts as the inoculating 
agent of a virus which produces the neoplasm. 
Since then Bridré and Conseil have made extensive 
researches regarding this theory, and now make a 
second communication (Association frangaise pour 
Vétude du cancer). 

Altogether these two observers have examined 
about 2000 wild rats, nearly all of the species Mus 
decumanus, and have -found a certain number of 
tumours. 

Their present note is confined to those associated 
with cysticerci. Five of the 2000 rats (thus about 
1 in 400) were affected with primary sarcoma of the 
liver, and four of these five sarcomata contained the 
Cysticercus fasciolaris. 


| tumour, and in the fourth, though the tumour was 
/very small, one of the two cysticerci present was 
‘lodged within it. The sole fact which supports 


=| this conception of the cysticerci having developed 


|in pre-existing tumours is the demonstration of one 
| primary tumour of the liver (see the sixth sentence) 
without a parasite being found in either the neo- 
plasmic or the healthy tissue. Bridré and Conseil, 
bowever, do not regard the absence of a parasite as 
| proving that none had ever been present, and there- 
fore adopt Borrel’s theory as much the most prob- 
able of the two hypotheses. 

| In their cases, they regard it as indubitable that 
‘the embryo of the 7. Craesicollis was the inocula- 
ting agent of a virus, whether that virus was 
brought from without with the egg of the taenia, 
or was existing in the intestine of the host, or had 


|been been preserved in the helminth through all 


the phases of its evolution to be inoculated to the 


‘rat after a complete cycle.—La Semaine Vétérinaire. 
| 


DEAFNESS IN THE HorsE FROM CONCUSSION. 
| Zérner, of Diiringshof, records a case of a power- 


| ful working horse, seven years old, which, in enter- 
|ing a stable, ran its head very violently against the 
| door-posts, and after that occurrence was unable to 
hear. 

When examined by Zérner, who does not state 
the time which elapsed between the accident and 
the examination, the horse was evidently com- 
pletely deaf. It responded neither to shouting, to 
the crack of a whip, nor to other loud sounds. In 
the stable it remained completely calm when aloud 
/sound was made suddenly and unexpectedly be- 
| hind it. 4 
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The general condition of the animal was not dis- 
turbed, and the appetite was normal. Externally, 
no injury could be demonstrated in the region of the 
ear and on the head. 

The unavoidable diagnosis was that in conse- 
quence of the violent collision with the door-posts, 
the horse had sustained a concussion of the osseous 
part of the cranium, especially of the petrous tem 
poral bone, and that contusions within the internal 
ear were causing deafness. 

The horse was bled, and the owner was advised 
to let it remain some daysin the stable. After two 
days the deafness had completely disappeared. 
— Berliner Tier. Woch. 


Liepe, of Gistrow, reports two other cases of 
deafness in the horse somewhat similar to the one 
recorded by Zorner. The first was of a newly pur- 
chased Russian gelding, five years old, which on 
being unloaded from the railway wagon, ran 


violently against a shed. The same day, the pur- | _ 


chaser presented him to Liepe for examination 
with a view to his return, as a drooping carriage 
of the horse’s head, and inertia when driven in 
close blinkers, had caused a suspicion of sleepy 
staggers. The result of the examination was nega 
tive as regards staggers, and the general condition 
of the animal was normal, with the exception of 
complete deafness. In barness the horse responded 
readily to the least touch of a whip, but was per- 
fectly indifferent to the crack of one, as indeed to 
all other sounds, bowever loud, which were made 
when he was either in close blinkers, or unharnessed 
with his eyes bandaged. Under the latter condi- 
tions he did not even respond to the discharge of 
a revolver close by him. On the other hand, when 
his eyes were left free, be responded to all visual 
stimuli, such as the movement of a whip or pocket- 
handkerchief, as a normal horse would do. No 
swelling or other sign of injury could be detected in 
aay part of the body. 

The diagnosis of deafness was clear, but it was 
by no means certain whether the condition had 
arisen that day. Within a few days, however, the 
horse began to respond to loud sounds, and after 
eight days the hearing was quite normal. The pur- 
chaser therefore retained him. 

The second case was more tardy in recovery, 
although the deafness was not so pronounced. A 
Hanoverian gelding, three and a half years old, was 
thrown to the ground by a lightning shock, and 
afterwards showed impaired sight and hearing. 
Some hours later, Liepe examined him, and found 
strabismus of the left eye (which was otherwise 
unaltered) and a not inconsiderable difficulty of 
hearing, which detracted from the animal's value. 
The appetite and general condition were not im- 
paired. 


In this, as in the previous case, Liepe gives no | ge0 


details of any treatment adopted, merely saying 
that at the end of four weeks the horse could see 
and hear well, and was restored to his former 
value.—Berliner Tier. Woch. 

W.R.C. 





A Curious CormnciIDENCE. 


Roder, in an annual report of the work of the 
Veterinary School at Dresden, mentions a case 
which exemplifies the necessity for post-mortem 
examination, even when the symptoms and cireum- 
stances apparently explain the cause of death. A 
persistently “horsey” seven-year-old mare was 
spayed by the vaginal method without especial 
difficulty. The right ovary was found to be the size of 
a man’s fist, and had undergone cystic degeneration. 

Some hours after the operation the mare showed 
slight symptoms of colic ; the next day, peritonitis 
was evident, and death took place in the evening. 
Post-mortem examination showed the cause of death 
to be a perforative peritonitis arising from an ulcer 
the size of a pfennig piece in the jejunum, which 
bad led to perforation of the intestinal serosa. 
— Berliner Tier. Woch. 

W. R. C. 


UNION OF VETERINARY ASSOCIATIONS. 


Under this heading there appeared in your issue of 
Saturday last, the 29th ult., a communication signed 
“ Vis unita fortior.”. The subject is one which I con- 
sider of very great importance to the veterinary profess- 
ion, therefore any scheme submitted for our considera- 
tion should be fully and carefully discussed. 

At present there are two schemes before us, and for 
convenience in discussing them I shall allude to them 
as First Scheme and Second Scheme. The first scheme 
proposes that the National Veteri Association be 
reconstructed under rules which virtually would absorb 
all the other Associations and render m subversive 
to its ruling, and at the same time compel them to 
collect the subscriptions, which, if they could not do, 
would none the less be held responsible for the amounts, 
and added to the foregoing they would have all the 
hard work to do, and in return the money would be ex- 

nded as the National Association thought fit, as set 
orth in Rule 3 for the following pu (see Rule 2, 
Clause 3) :—“ Promotion of research on Veterinary 
Science.” This is a most worthy object, and no doubt 
would be a fairly lucrative appointment for some 
scientists—veterinary or otherwise—and the time may 
come when our profession can afford to become philan- 
thropic enough te do what at present the State should 
pay us for doing. 

Clause (c). “The provision of occasional district lee- 
tures or demonstrations on the more important addi- 
tions to veterinary knowledge (pathology, bacteriology, 
hygiene, sanitation, etc.”): the same remarks apply as 
to Clause (4). 

Clause 5. “ The investigation and settlement of pro- 
fessional grievances and disputes een members.” 
This, no doubt, is one of the objects of every mutual 
benefit association, but should not ap; in our 
as thereby the Association would unwarrantably 
interfering with the duties alloted to the Registration 
Committee of the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 


ns. 
Clause 6. “ The defence of members involved in un- 
fair proscutions arising from practice.” We should not 
court litigation in such a manner ; in the first place no 
doubt all members defending « prosecution would con- 
sider they were unfairly proceeded against, and if they 
under this rule applied to Association to find the 
necessary moneys for their defence, if the same were 
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refused and the case was lost, the member could, and 
probably would, proceed against the Association to re- 
cover his loss. 

Clauses 9 and 10, which relate to bacteriological ex- 
pg ape and ae mgr fees, would be most diffi- 
cult, or even impossible, to carry out. 

"These are some of the exactly defined objects set forth 
in the First scheme, which have been carefully avoided 
in the compilation of the Second scheme for the reasons 
given, and it is not advisable to confine the objects in 
such a manner, especially as these and all other matters 
can be included in broad and expressive terms such as 
have been adopted in the Second scheme, viz., “The pro- 
motion and advancement of veterinary and allied sciences, 
and the maintenance of the honour and interest of the 
members of the Affiliated Associations and the profession 
to which they belong.” Indeed, on looking over the rules 
of most of the Veterinary Associations, I find that this is 
the course they have wisely adopted. 

No doubt, if we were merely considering the recon- 
struction of the National Veterinary Association, it 
might appear at first to some that the alteration of its 
rules, as pro , would be desirable, but probably 
on reflection it wonld occur to us that the large majority 
of members of the Assuciations would not see their way 
to pay 10/6 to their own Association and 10/6 to the 
National, especially for the objects definitely set forth ; 
indeed. the fact is that up to the present a very large 
large majority of the members of the Associations are 
not members of the National. 

First Scheme, Rule 18, note—“It is intended, when 
funds permit, to issue free to members a periodical 
which shall be the official organ of the Association.” 
To my mind, this would be an injudicious procedure, as 
in the first place the Association would be undertaking 
the undesirable responsibility of competing with existing 
veterinary journals, which would turn out to be either a 
failure involving the Association in monetary loss, or a 
financial success, as the case might be ; under either cir- 
cumstances this purely business enterprise is objection- 
able for a Veterinary Association to undertake, especi- 
ally as any of the journals would be pleased to accept 
the report of our minutes as interesting news, and in 
lieu of payment for same would give us the required 
number of copies of same in pamphlet form at a very 
small price, indeed for nothing if we allowed them to 
attach suitable advertisements to same. 

The rules of the First scheme have been fully dis- 
cussed by some very influential Associations, and they 
have come to the conclusion that it is impracticable. I, 
therefore, do not consider it advisable at present to 
further comment on that scheme. 

The Second scheme seems to me to be nearer to what 
is required ; some may say, of course. that I do so be- 
cause it is the outcome of a scheme which I compiled 
and submitted to the Veterinary Medical Association of 
Ireland as an amendment to the First scheme, and that 
Association has altered it to its present form. I here 
wish it to be clearly understood that although I have 
taken some trouble in the matter, I would be sincerely 
oy that my views on the subject would be adopted 
if I for a moment thought they would not be successful. 
Therefore, I ask that the scheme be severely criticised. 
With these remarks, I shall as briefly as possible com- 
ment on the Second scheme. 

As far as my memory serves, over a year ago it was 
suggested that all the Associations be amalgamated for 
special objects ; indeed, the Irish Associations formed a 

njoint ittee for a most important purpose, and 
we were well rewarded in so doing. It, therefore, was 
a surprise to me when I received the First scheme 
headed “Proposed Reconstruction of the National 
Veteri Association, and Union of the Societies,” 
and when the scheme was discussed by the members of 





the Veterinary Medical Association of Ireland, in reply 
to Mr. Howard, I said : 

“There was a great deal in Mr. Howard’s suggestion, 
and I believed a great many were of the same opinion. 
Mr. Howard laid great stress on the word amalgamation, 
and appeared to be quite satisfied if it was affiliation. 
Now if this body had, as thought it would have, some- 
where about 2000 members, and if these 2000 members 
decided on any steps being taken, the authorities would 
pay very great attention to them ; but I was inclined to 
thiuk that if it was only a Council of Veterinary Asso- 
ciations they would not pay the same attention to it at 
all. They had a fair example of it in the British 
Medical Association. They had branches, and the 
Branch Associations were quite capable of performing 
the duties that were necessary for their own protection 
and interest, but invariably when any large matter of 
importance was raised, it went to the head—the British 
Medical Association. They had an example of that a 
very short time ago. They waited on the Irish Branch 
of the Medical Association, but they referred the subject 
to the head body. 

“T considered the title of the Association was of great 
importance, and it appeared to me that the most appro- 
priate name for the Association would be—‘ The Veteri- 
nary Medical Association of Great Britian and Lreland, 
—and any representation coming from such a body 
should carry much weight, whereas the Council of the 
Veterinary Medical Associations of Great Britain and 
Ireland would only be a representative body of the 
Associations, and for legal and other purposes could not 
act and deal with matters in the same direct manner as 
the. Association could. The strength of the Council 
would be derived from the instructions given to it by 
the Associations, therefore, in a sense the Council would 
not have initiative powers ; that is, it could only consid- 
er matters submitted to it by the Associations, and act 
as instructed by them. However, perhaps that was just 
what was wanted in the present case ; the Council would 
not be a governing body, but would be the representative 
of the deliberations of the Conjoint Councils of the 
Association on certain matters.” 

I now hold that the title for the body which is requir- 
ed should not be the National Veterinary Association, 
as that is a meaningless title ; of course if the words “of 
Great Britian and Ireland” were affixed, it would be 
comprehensible. However, for the reasons mentioned, 
the Association considers the title of the organisation 
should be—The Conjoint Council of the Veterinary 
Medical Associations of Great Britian and Ireland, as set 
forth in Rule 1. 

Rule No. 3.—The objects have been set forth in a 
similar manner to those of most of the other Associa- 
tions, that is, comprehensive, not limited. I draw special 
attention to clause (6)—‘SThe Council shall hold an 
annual meeting which shall be regarded as a conference. 
This shall be held at a place selected by the majority of 
the members attending the previous annual meeting ; 
all members of the Affiliated Association shall be invi 
to attend.” It is scarcely necessary for me to point out 
the importance of holding an annual conference of so 
large a body of Veterinarians as probably would attend 
such a meeting to discuss matters concerning their 

rofession, say, for instance, the diseases communicable 
rom animals to man. This seit to be divided into 
several papers ; of course Public Health Committees, 
Doctors, &c., would be invited. I am of opinion that 
such a conference would soon establish the nghts of our 
profession, and the authorities would be compelled not 
only to acknowledge our claims, but appoint a sufficient 
number of Veterinarians to form an efficient staff to 
satisfactorily cope with the eeeroments in these 
matters, and if they were not suitably recompensed for 
their services, the Conjoint Council of the Associations 
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would be called on to take such action as would be 
deemed expedient in the matter. 

The importance of the Annual Conference of the Con- 
joint Council of the Veterinary Associations could not 
be easily estimated. 

Rule 8. Subscriptions (a)—“ Each Affiliated Associa- 
tion shall pay in advance an annual subscription of £10.” 
To some it may — unfair that a numerically small 
association would have to pay as much as an association 
having a much larger number of members, but the same 
reasoning might be applied to many similar cases, as, for 
instance, every member of an association has not got the 
same income, nor have those who subscribe for a dinner 
the same appetites, some are total abstainers, whereas 
others consume a large quantity of wine: the latter is 
much more unjust, as they do not get equal value, but 
yet they may be able to obtain more pleasurable value 
than the glutton or the excessive drinker of strong wines. 
It may be suggested that the fees of the Association be 
put on a sliding scale, but I do not approve of it. The 
clause further states—“ In the event of a larger amount 
being found necessary in the carrying out of any given 
object, or objects, which have been discussed and 
approved of by four-fifths of the members attending the 
annual or a general meeting, and confirmed in writing 
by three-fourths of the members of the Affiliated Asso- 
clations who vote, and those who do not vote will be 
taken as voting for the amount s sted to be subscrib- 
ed, each Affiliated Association will be liable to pay the 
amount thus agreed upon by the majority as set forth.” 

The amount, although unlimited, is well restricted by 
the conditions under which it could be obtained, thus if 
for some very important matter a large sum was requir- 
ed, if the majority stated conside it was advisable 
that the amount be subscribed, it would be forthcoming, 
otherwise, it would not be paid. 

In conclusion, the criticisms of ‘ Vis unita fortior’ on 
the Second scheme are most favourable, inasmuch as 
apparently they are intended to be searching and by no 
means biassed in its favour, yet the most important ob- 
jections raised were comparatively trivial when compared 
with the gigantic obstacles which were contained in the 
First scheme : indeed, the alteration of a few words in 
the Second scheme would adapt it to the ideas expressed 
by ‘ Vis unita fortior’ as well as those of others. 

I feel sure if the Rules are carefully studied it will be 
found that with some slight alterations their adoption 
would result in a new pe more prosperous era for our 
profession. We are, as it were, to the public hidden, 
sealed books of knowledge, and the Scheme would bring 
to light, break the seal, and reveal to the world the great 
— which our noble profession is capable of wielding 

or the alleviation of the ills of man and beast, with the 
result that we soon would be exalted to the high position 
which our skill entitles us to occupy. 

Jas. McKEnny. 


SCOTTISH METROPOLITAN 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


The annual menting was held in the Princes Street 
Station Hotel, Edinburgh, on Wednesday, Jan. 26th, 
Dr. O. Charnock Bradley, the President, occupied the 
chair, and the following were present: Messrs. J. 
Storie, East Linton’; A. Baird, J. Henderson, J. Rid- 
doch, D. H. Wood, and_ the Hon. Sec., Prof. Gofton, 
Edinburgh ; O. Wilson, Lanark ; D. Macfarlane, Doune; 
and James Peddie, Dundee. 

Visitors: Messrs. J. J. M. Soutar, D. Hannay, F. 
Cieuatae, J. G. McGregor, and W. Moodie, of Edin- 
uu 


\ e Hon. Sec. read the minutes of the last meeting, 
which were approved and signed. 





i ‘a absence rom 
lasgow; Mc- 
Hamil- 


amilton, 


The Hon. Sc. intimated 
the following: Messrs. J. McFar 
Laren, Brechin ; Inglis, ; D. 
ton ; H. , East Kilbride; Richard Rutherford, 
Z. B. Rutherford, Robertson, Selkirk ; Prof. J. R. 
Call, Glasgow ; and Henry Thomson, Aspatria. 

CoRRESPONDENCE. 

The Hon. Sec. submitted a letter and circular from 
Mr. A. M. Trotter, Glasgow, with reference to the a 

intment of a veterinary surgeon on the staff of the 

Government Board. He (Mr. Gofton) had sent a 

copy of the cireular to each member of the Society with 
a reply postcard asking their opinion as to the pro 
submitted by the Association of Veterinary cers of 
Health. He had taken that course after consultation 
with the President, because Mr. Trotter wished to know 
the feeling of the Society as soon as possible. He had 
received 31 favourable replies and none against the 


a 2g ve 

e had also received a letter inviting the Society to 
nominate delegates to the Public Health Congress to be 
held this year at Birkenhead. 

He had also received a letter from Mr. Z. B. Ruther- 
ford resigning his membership of the Society. 

The PREsIDENT said they would take the letter from 
Mr. Trotter first. If no member had any remarks to 
make on this subject he supposed the Society had _indi- 
cated by the postcards that had been returned that it 
was favourable to the movement and would lend its 
support to the proposals contained in Mr. Trotter’s 
circular.—This was agreed to. 

The PREesIDENT said that the members all knew the 
character of the Health Congress, and it was now for 
them to decide whether or not they should send dele- 
gates to Birkenhead. 

The Hon. Szc. said he thought this letter of invitation 
should be left over until the meeting of the Society in 
on It would be time enongh then to consider 
whether a delegate should be sent. The Sanitary Insti- 
tute also held a congress on somewhat similar lines, and 
the Society would probably receive an invitation to send 
a delegate there. 

It was agreed to postpone consideration of this matter 
until next meeting. 

The PRESIDENT said were er to accept the letter 
of resignation from Mr. Z. B. Rutherford, or should they 
instruct the Secretary to endeavour to get Mr. Ruther- 
ford to change his mind? 

Mr. Peppie said that if Mr. Rutherford had given no 
reason for his resignation, it seemed a pity that such a 
young and active member as Mr. Rutherford should 
drop away from the Society. It would be a good thing 
to approach Mr. Rutherford and ask him to reconsider 
the matter. 

The PRESIDENT said it would be a great pity to accept 
Mr. Rutherford’s resignation, use he was a young 
member of the profession who resided in Edinb 
and if he resigned there would be considerable grounds 
for‘other members resigning—those residing in Dundee, 
for example. 

It was agreed that the Secretary should communicate 
with Mr. Rutherford asking him to reconsider his pro- 


posed resignation. 
Tue TREASURER’S REPORT. 


The TREASURER said that this year, as last year, the 
expenditure of the Society had exceeded its income. 
Fortunately the excess last year was not a great one, 
and 3 ear ao — pe ust a did not show a 
great deficit, only a few shilli i i 
much, and if the members vem | mm 
they cues to do there should be no deficit, but a sub- 
stantial balance to the good. The Society still had a 
fair reserve, but it was unfortunate that this balance 
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had to be drawn upon to meet current expenditure. If 
members who came larly to the meetings of the 
Society would assist in bringing up the “slackers,” if he 
he cnight call them so, they would be able to make both 
ends meet. He would also like to emphasise the desir- 
pong, die the membership being increased. Last year 
poy te elected three members and lost three by death, 
so that no progress had been made in that respect. If 


some of the members would assist him in beating up di 
ut | 


Edinburgh, they might have room to vs them- | cared to feel that they were behind any country in the 


some of those resident in the districts round a 


selves. It was necessary that the members should be 
pressed to take a deeper interest in the Society and to 
give more support to those who were doing their best in 
its interests. 

The PREsipENt moved the approval of the report. He 
said he should like to join with the Treasurer in his 








| (Applause). : ; 
have full powers to confer all kinds of veterinary degrees, 


best in the city. The reason which induced him to press 


the matter forward was that ultimately the relationship 
between the Co! and the University should be a 
t deal closer than at the present time. He thought 

it was rather a pity—-in fact he might use a s 
term and say it was somewhat of a scandal—that Scot- 
land, which was, he believed, the best educated country 
in the world, could not confer any kind of veterinary 
egree. This was a subject which the Scottish people, 
he trusted, would take to heart. Scottish people never 
matter of education, and he sincerely hoped, as a result 
of the building of the Veterinary College, that the Col- 
lege itself would press forward its claims, and that ulti- 
mately the University would grant veterinary degrees, 
He thought that in Scotland they should 


claim for more support to the Society. He begged the | but without entering upon that debatable subject, it 


members 


nt to do their utmost to increase the | should be possible for them to arrange to have a post- 


membership of the Society.—The report was approved. | graduate course, and the University to have the power 


_ NEw MEMBERS. 


to grant a degree in veterinary science, so that the 
| veterinarians of any kind should have a qualification as 


Mr. Davip Hannay, Edinburgh ; and Mr. Rosson» |g doctor just as in the medical profession. 


Laurencekirk, were nominated for membership of the 
Society, on the proposition of the Hon. Sec., seconded 
by Mr. Peddie. 
Tue Late Mr. Hutton. 
Mr. Barrp : I think it would be becoming 
Association if we instructed the Secretar 


in Us as an 


Speaking of the Edinburgh Corporation’s donation to 


| the fund for the College, he said that all veterinarians 
in Scotland would be gratified at the handsome contrib- 
| ution. 
| to find that the Highland and Agricultural Society had 
to send a| Only seen their way to contribute £400 towards the 


(Applause). He was exceedingly sorry, however, 


resolution of condolence to the friends of the late Mr. | erection of the College. Looking at it from only the 


Hutton, of Kelso. Mr. Hutton was one of our members 
and was present at our last meeting. I move accord- 


ingly. 

Mr. MacrarLaneE: I second the motion. Mr. Hutton 
was a very good and worthy member of our Society, and 
one of its past Presidents. 

The motion was carried in silence, the members 
— . 

The Present then delivered his Address. [This 
Fis yee in our issue of Jan. 29, p. 513]. 

A vote of thanks was accorded to Dr. Bradley. 
_ Dr. R. Stewart Macpoveatt delivered a most 
interesting lecture on “Insects of importance to the 
veterinarian,” the lecture being fully illustrated with 
limelight slides. 

The PrEsmDENT, in moving that the Society accord 
Dr. Macdougall a vote of thanks for his instructive lec- 
ture, expressed regret that time did not permit of a dis- 
cussion. 

Mr. Srorie seconded the motion, which was carried 
with acclamation. 


THe ANNUAL DINNER. 


Following the meeting the annual dinner was held— 
Dr. Charnock Bradley gpreiding. 

Mr. C. E. Price, M.P., proposed the toast of “The 
Scottish Metropolitan Veterinary Medical Society,” and 
expressed particular pleasure at being present, as he had 

en a keen interest in the erenenel erection of a new 
Veterinary College. He saw in the building of the new 
College very great ibilities. He thought the veteri- 
profession itself had scarcely realised all that lay 
before it. The relationship between animal disease and 
human disease had, to his mind, s ing as a layman, 
not been quite sufficiently realised, and he was quite 
sure veterinary students of the future would not only 
have to consider diseases in animals, but also what 
diseases in animals led to disease in j onwll life. In 
that there was a great future before the veterinary pro- 
fession. The first step necessary, he thought, in order 
to fulfil expectations was that a new college should be 
built near the University, and he was glad indeed that 
the Committee finally decided to carry out that sugges- 
tion, and the site which they had chosen was one of the 








selfish point of view, he would strongly urge farmers to 
support the object they had in view in the College, 
because anything which was done to raise the standard 
of the veterinary profession meant a saving of stock, and 
everyone knew how much could be lost in a short time 
by disease amongst stock. (Applause). He ones 
the hope that the Highland and Agricultural Society 
would see their way to revise the amount of their con- 
tribution. (Applause). 

The Chairman, in responding, said that Mr. Price was 
practically the veterinary representative in Parliament. 
(Applause). Prophecy was perhaps dangerous, but to 
his mind it was perfectly clear that in the future the 
Veterinary College in Edinburgh would be not an inde- 
pendent institution, but a school of the University, a 
position it should have occupied many years ago. There 
was one direction in which the Veterinary Colleges, and 
particularly in Edinburgh, would have to make a move, 
and that was in the direction of the teaching in connec- 
tion with tropical diseases, and he believed in this point, 
if in no other, the Veterinary College ought to come 
into working harmony with the University. (Applause). 

Mr. A. Baird proposed the toast of “The Guests,” and 
Mr. A. M‘Callum, secretary of the East of Scotland 
College of Agriculture, replied. 

Mr. Macdougall, Messrs. Storie, Henderson and Soutar 
contributed to the evening’s entertainment. 

A. Gorton, Hon. Sec. 








The Veterinary Examination of Horses at 

Shows. 

The veterinary examination of horses at shows was 
the subject of an interesting discussion at the annual 
meeting of the Border Union Agricultural Society, at 
Kelso. A committee reported in favour of the hunter 
brood mares to which prizes were awarded being passed 
by a veterinary surgeon before the awards were paid 
over. The stallions were already examined in this way, 
and the idea was that if the mares had the same exami- 
nation they would ensure breeding from perfectly 
sound animals on both sides of the parentage. The 
Chairman (Sir R. J, Waldie Grifith) suggested that the 
matter should be referred back for further consideration, 


~ 


\ 


4 



























February 5, 1910 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 









531 





winting out that, in his own experience with thorough- 

»reds, veterinary examination of brood mares would 
be of no value whatever unless done by somebody who 
had great and special experience. Absolutely perfect 
mares were limited in numbers, and some of the most 
beautiful were touched in the wind. It did not neces- 
sarily follow that the mare transmitted this to her pro- 
geny, so that, in his view, it would be foolish to dis- 
qualify a 1 mare for this fault. There was, of 
course, small feet, and malformity generally in connec- 
tion with the feet, which was generally supposed to be 
transmitted through the mare. . It was not a matter to 
be too arbitrary over, and consequently the subject is to 
be reconsidered. 





Parasites and Bacterial Disease in Grouse. | 


During the last three years Dr. Shipley has been 
working on the parasites in grouse, in connection with 
the Grouse Disease Inquiry. He has found that at 
times the grouse are very heavily infected both with 
cestodes and with nematodes, the former being found in 
the intestine, the latter both in the intestine and in the | 
wired cca, which in this bird attain to a remarkably | 
arge size. Each cecum, in a badly infected bird, may 
contain thousands of the thread worm 7'richostrongylus 
pergracilis ; and this condition “is accompanied by 
changes, such as inflammation or atrophy, in the thick- | 
ness of the caecal walls, together with a decrease in the 
power of aborption. By breaking the continuity of the 
mucous lining these worms allow the numerous bacteria 
which swarm in the lumen of the gut to gain access to 
the deeper tissues. Though these bacteria are harmless 
whilst in the alimentary tract, when they arrive in the 
deeper tissues they set up pathogenic change.—Journal 
of 


* Economie Biology. 


; and so aiding in the 


| the Royal College of Surgeons. ‘ 
| genus, of which this was the type, had been inaccurately 





At the meeting of the Zoological Society of London 
on December 14th, 1909, Dr. H. B. Fantham, Proto- 
zoologist to the Grouse Commission, exhibited micros- 
copic preparations and sketches illustrating the life- 
eyele of the s n Himeria tenellum (Coccidium 
avium), parasitic in the alimentary canal of grouse. The 
parasite uces a fatal coccidiosis in grouse chicks, 
especially during the first month or six weeks of their 
life. Sehizogony and sporogony occurred in both the 
duodenum and the cecum of the host. The cxca of 

use chicks dying from coccidiosis were full of spores 
(oeyst), which were passed with the cacal droppings, 
orming a source of infection on the moors. On the in- 
gestion of the spores by other grouse the sporozoites 
were liberated by the action of the pancreatic juice. 
Larve of Seatophaga, found in grouse droppings, 
swallow the coceidian om, voiding them uninjured, 

dissemination of the spores in 
nature. The coccidiosis of grouse is transmissible 
directly to young fowls and young pigeons by feeding 
these birds on faeces of infected grouse. 

At the same meeting Dr. R. t Leiper exhibited the 
original specimens of the nematode worm Acantho- 
checlonema dracunculoides (Cobb) from the museum of 
The characters of the 


interpreted, the posterior end of the worm having been 
described as the head and the cuticular candal appen- 
dages regarded as “lips.” The remarkable specific 
character—namely, the entire absence of male forms 
and the lack in the female of vaginal opening—had also 
to be repudiated, for both were to be seen in the original 
material The genus, as revised, would admit a second 
species—the Filaria perstans of man.—The British 
Medical Journal. 


























DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 To 1903, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 
Foot- Glanders 
— ~ Sheep : 

Anthrax. or including | Counties | Scab. Swine Fever. 
Period. 3 ___|__Farey) — Affected | 12 Ny wreren H's ahs 
Out- | Ani- | Out- Ani- | Out- Ani-| Animals Out- | Ont- Slaugh. 
breaks mals. foreaks mals. breaks mals.| Attacked breaks breaks. tered * 

Gr. BRITAIN. Week ended Jan. 29 | 35 43 17| 18 Bucking’m 1 22 20 199 

1909 r 24 25 14 25 London 11 51 26 198 

Corresponding week in 1908 29 32 12 44 77 23 136 
1907 17 | 20 16 70 Middl’sex 1] 31 27 188 








Total for 5 weeks, 1910 155 184 
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Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for 


Norg.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Jan. 26, 1910 
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GLANDERS IN LONDON 


Reporting to the London County Council with regard 
to glanders in London, the Public Control Committee 
state that during the 13 years in which the Council dealt 
with the disease under the order of 1894 it disbursed 
upwards of £49,000 in compensation, without diminish- 
ing to any appreciable extent the prevalence of the 
disease. m January 1, 1908, to November 30, 1909, 
the Council paid as compensation nearly £33,000, but 
for the ensuing year the draft estimates include provision 
for only £12,000, their being apparently some diminution 
of the disease as compared with the last two or three 
years. The prevalence of the disease in some large studs 
exceeded the committee’s anticipation, and this was the 
“cause of the earlier work proving so costly. There 
should, however, be a reduction in expenditure in the 
future, as the steps taken so far have, they think reduced 
the number of cases of infection. Glanders has been 
cleared from some of the larger stables which, in all 
probability, have been mainly responsible for the spread 
of the disease, as the smaller horse owners largely re- 
plenish their stock from the cast horses of the big studs. 
Although the maintenance of a high rate of slaughter 
may, from one point of view, be disquietiag, the com- 
mittee are of opinion that a diminution in the number of 
distributing centres of glanders eon to a reduction in 
the prevalence of the disease and must ultimately: pro- 
duce satisfactory results. 

The two most serious difficulties with which the 
Council have had to contend have been the very lar 
number of latent cases disclosed in some studs and the 
recurrence of disease in a few studs. Experience proves 
that the spread of glanders has been largely due to the 
failure of horse owners to take adequate measures for 
the protection of their horses, and to the neglect of one 
of the most important precautions advocated by the 
Council—namely, the malleining of all newly-purchased 
horses. This latter cause has led to the introduction of 

landered animals into stables where previously the 
Seen -was non-existent, and its reintroduction into 
stables where the disease had been previously eradicated 
at considerable expense. 

The committee think that there is reason to hope that 
a continuance of the stringent measures pursued during 
the past two years will minimize the danger of contagion 
and will tend towards the ultimate extirpation of the 
disease. To ensure the best results, however, they are 
of opinion that certain additional powers are necessary, 
and they therefore recommend that the Order of 1907 be 
amended so as to provide that local authorities shall 
have power to collect and destroy infected or suspected 
nosehags or other articles not easily capable of disinfec- 
tion and used in connexion with glandered horses ; to 
re-test, after a month or six weeks from the first test, a 
stud in which there has been disease ; that the proprie- 
tors of horse repositories be required to disclose to the 
local authority the name and address of any vendor of a 
horse if the animal is subsequently found to be glandered, 
together with the names and addresses of the purchasers 
of any other animals then sold from the same stud ; and 
that the control of the local authority be maintained 
over any horse which has been tested with mallein so 
long as a definite result is not obtained from the test, 
provided that such control shall not extend beyond a 
maximum period of three months ; and that the Board 
of Agriculture and Fisheries be asked to amend the 
Order.— Times. 





VETERINARY WORK IN INDIA.—II. 


The economic and educational aspects of veterinary 
work in India are now, we are glad to notice, thoroughly 
realised by the Government of India. The prevalence 
of disease among cattle and horses in India, and the 
enormous annual losses among the latter, have brought 
home to the authorities the need for systematic work in 
order to meet the requirements of the case. The result 
is that there is now a competent though insufficient, 
staff scattered throughout the country, capable of deal- 
ing with the various forms of disease among horses 
and cattle. Apart from the regular staff of veterinary 
superintendents and the staffs attached to the various 
veterinary colleges, the Civil Veterinary Department in 
India now has an Imperial Bacteriologist, an Assistant 
Bacteriologist, a Physiological Chemist, and a Special 
Veterinary Oftticer for the investigation of camel diseases. 
This means that the work of investigation will in future 
be carried out upon strictly scientific lines. There are 
now four veterinary colleges, one each in the Punjab, 
Madras, Bombay, and Bengal Presidencies. The United 
Provinces, Eastern Bengal and Assam and Burma are 
still without similar institutions. Burma, however, has 
a veterinary school. In the existing colleges good work 
is being done in imparting the necessary technical 
knowledge to the students, who are reported to be taking 
a keen interest in their work ; while the results of the 
examinations are considered generally satisfactory. The 
Inspector-General of the Civil Veterinary Department 
in India, referring to educational results of the past 
year, tells us that the total number of students who 
completed the courses in the various classes during the 
year was 590 against 629 last year. The total number 
of students who graduated from the colleges was 160 
against 148 last year. From the Punjab College 69 or 
63 per cent., Bengal 25 or 86°20 per cent., Madras 24 or 
83°9 per cent., Bombay 25 or 73°91 per cent. Twenty- 
five students passed out of the Burma Veterinary School 
against 4 last year. There were 505 students remaining 
under instruction at the Colleges, and 24 in the Burma 
School at the end of the year against 485 and 63 in the 
previous year. 

But the most encouraging feature of the educational 
work is the large demand for admission into these 
colleges, while the demand for vernacular-trained men is 
still enormous ; and in order to meet it and to relieve 
the opgrinn and overcrowding at the Punjab College, 

roposals have been submitted to the Government of 
ladia for the establishment of a new vernacular college 
which is absolutely necessary. Even with two colleges 
working at full pressure the demand for trained men 
will scarcely be met. The Inspector-General points with 
satisfaction to the larger use made of the laboratories at 
the various colleges where they exist; and observes 
that, in addition to the examination of specimens for 
diagnostic purposes and the practical demonstration of 
the various contagious diseases occurring in the country, 
arrangements have now been made for the teaching of the 
theory and practice of rinderpest and other inoculation 
work, so as to save the trouble and expense of sending 
men to the Bacteriological laboratory at Muktesar. This 
has, so far, only been found possible in the Punjab and 
Bengal Colleges where facilities exist. Bombay has no 
conveniences for the purpose and neither has M: 
It is hoped, however, that this will shortly be remedied, 
especially as the amount of material sent. in for diag- 
nosis continually increases. Over 300 cases were ex- 
amined and reported on during the year, or twice as many 
as in the preceding year. It will thus be seen that the 
educational work is very satisfactory. The Madras 
College, has no whole-time Princi ing in c of 





the Superintendent, whose regular duties render it im- 
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possible for him to give the necessary attention to the 
students. This is not as it should be. In this connec- 
tion the Inspector-General writes: “I have on several 

vious occasions pointed out what an impossible 
position this is and how both the duties must suffer in 
consequence of it. The result has been that pra 
all the teaching work, as well as the charge of the col- | 
lege and hospital, have been thrown on to the shoulders 
of the Assistant Principal and native staff.” Indeed, for 
the work to be done throughout the country, the staff 
everywhere is ridiculously inadequate. 

The section of the report dealing with the treatment 
of animal diseases shows that, notwithstanding the in- 
adequate staff, excellent work was done during the past 
vear. It also shows what an amount of serious diseases 
there is. There were altogether 401,139 head of cattle 
lost from contagious diseases ; 1,112 horses, and 20,208 
“others,” which probably refers to sheep, goats, etc. 
The value of the inoculation treatment of equines and 
bovines is brought out in a very striking manner. Out 
of 317,032 bovines treated with preventive inoculation, 
only 1,680 died, whereas in the same districts 43,823 died 
that were not inoculated. Of the total mortality among 
bovines referred to above, 238,374 deaths were from 
Riaderpest ; 26,472 from Foot-and-Mouth Disease ; 
34,124 from Septicaemia ; 10,299 from Black Quarter ; 
17,700 from Anthrax, and 74,080 from other contagious 
diseases. What the loss of this enormous number of 
cattle means to the cultivating classes can only be imag- 
ined, as they depend so entirely upon their livestock for 
agricultural operations. The report of Mr. Leese, who 
is investigating camel diseases, is a very interesting one. 
“Surra” is the principal disease from which these useful 
animals suffer. The section of the report dealing with 
breeding operations is of considerable importance ; but 
it is of a purely technical character. It is pointed out 
that none of the bull-rearing and breeding farms and 
depots are under the control of the Veterinary Depart- 
ment. The Inspector General observes that the Xe i- 
cultural Department, which controls cattle-breeding ed 
signally failed in its efforts, as the graduates, while 
capable of looking after farming, are totally incapable of 
taking charge of breeding animals, and adds: “It is 
expected that cattle breeding will be transferred to the 
control of the Superintendent of this Department in the 
near future and that Veterinary Assistants trained at 
- “7 rial farm at Hissar will be utilized.— Vandalay 

erald. 


Dr. Clement Stephenson on Cattle Breeding. 


Dr. Clement Stephenson, F.R.¢.v.s., of Balliol College, 
the noted cattle raiser, in the course of a paper upon 
“The Management of Aberdeen-Angus Cattle,” r at 
the Armstrong College, Newcastle, emphasised the 
necessity of a good bull in the formation of a herd, no 
matter of what breed. It was not enough, however, to 
have the names of the sires, dams, ete., as given in an 
ordinary catalogue. He had always made it his practice 
to look up the collateral pedigrees of such sires, and if 
he found any fault amongst them he did not use their 
descendents. He felt this to be of great importance, as 
it was well known amongst breeders that progeny often 
threw back to remote ancestors. In fact, atavism was 
a more important factor to be reckoned with by breeders. 
With regard to the cows of the herd, if they wanted to 
make sure of good breeders they should always try to 
select good milkers. It was his experience that bad 
milkers were bad breeders, and wice versa. At the time 
of calving each cow ought to occupy a separate loose 
box. The cleanliness of the loose box, especially as to 
floor, was a very essential point. Another reason why 
cows at calving ought to be isolated was that a calving 


cow upset the other cows of the herd. With to 
medical treatment of such stock, he was y_ con- 
vinced that if breeders would endeavour to stick to 
nature as closely as possible, and use common sense as 
to ‘dietin iness, and other opematy simple 


clean] 
matters, ao. would not be much need of 5 een 5 
under ordinary cireumstances.— Meat Trades’ Journal. 


The Passing of the Doctor's Horse. 


Although few are found to claim any reduction in 
expenditure, mechanical means of transport have almost 
done away with horses for the professional use of medical 
men. The causes of the change are evident. Many 
more visits can be paid on the car than with the trap, 
although this seldom means much increase in income, - 
because unfortunately the takings of a medical practice 
depend upon what patients can afford, or are accustomed 
to think they can afford, rather than upon the amount 
of work done and attention shown. e most urgent 
case can be taken first irrespective of its convenient 
order in the morning round ; also the saving of time has 
given a little leisure to practitioners who formerly had 
none, and a night call, which to a merciful man with a 
sinall stable meant getting out his bicycle, may mean 
so no more—all these advantages are certain. Then, too, 
it is mot good for one’s opponent to be the only med- 
ical motorist in the neighbourhood, because patients 
like to have a doctor they can get quickly in time of 
need, and moreover are nowadays coming to expect all 
medical visits to follow upon a summons within the 
time it is possible for them to be reached at the travel- 
ling rate from fifteen to twenty miles an hour. The pro- 
gressive man is thus almost forced to motor, but it is a 
tactless question to ask hiin to compare the cost with 
former stable expenses. There is another disadvantage, 
however, which somehow people do not seem to mind 
owning to, and that is as rds personal taste, extrinsic 
advantages being left out of the question. If one is not 
dealing with a highly impatient man, or a born mechan- 
ician, or a pronounced humanitarian, pretty certainly a 
_ regret will be expressed for the passing of the 

orse. 

There are, of course, some who must be as predjudiced 
in favour of the old way of things as those just mention- 
ed are in favour of automobilism. Happily extreme 
conservatism was never very common in the medical 
profession, and is getting to be rarer still. Less happily 
(for most) so are the pecuniary means which ena k a 
man to take up expensive recreations like breeding prize 
hackneys, the chief employment of which is to ramp 
round the show-ring to thunderous cheering, “trotting 
over wheelbarrows.” Hunting three or four days a 
week, too, keeping an assistant to do the work of the 
practice, with a mounted groom who knows the country 
| to find the principal in case of need, cannot be done for 
‘nothing. The ordinary practitioner, however, is not a 
mere sportsman—or a Sir Leicester Dedlock—or half a 
farmer, any more than, as we have seen, he is an engineer 
mm or a speed maniac, or a sceptic as to the justifi- 
ableness of enslaving lower animals. The enjoyment 
horseflesh gives him can be explained very simply. 
Probably in most cases—explanations are apt to be 
prosaic—it is just that horse-mastership is more attract- 
ive than car-mastership ; it appeals to much older im- 

nted instincts, and to much commoner ones, since Mr. 


la 
Wells’ mechanic type is not yet established. Settling 


the details of forage, bitting, shoeing, etc., the little daily 
strife every good groom provokes by his assumptions of 
professional superiority, and the look of a neat stable 
yard on a fine morning recreate a man much more than 
reckoning up depreciation of machinery in a converted 
coachhouse smelling of oil, 
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But there may be sentiment present too. Many a 
country doctor Bisa recollections of some ;wonderful 
old mare (seldom more than one, because good horses, 
like good servants of every description, are few and far 
between), as well known in the parish as the rector or 
the postman, not allowed to be touched with a whip 
save by the master himself, which has helped to build 
up the practice and proved one of its most considerable 
assets, and which, always willing and never sick or sorry, 
has done the best of service for a decade anf a half— 
service which they requite, in the strange conventional 
way, by shooting her as soon as she begins to fail. And 
there are the various manifestations of “horse pride,” 
the gratification of which is conditioned by the state of 
the owner’s finances. Lastly, there is that irrational 
person the born horse-lover ; not a countryman by birth 
and upbringing, perhaps, any more than Jorrocks was, 
but having an abiding interest in horses as firmly rooted 
in him as that worthy had the love of fox-hunting. This 
is the individual who will astonish a visitor by jumping 
up from the table and running to the window to look at 
a passing ime | of cart horses because one of them 
“walks well.” Medical training does nothing to impair 
this taste of his, and for him, needless to say, the lines 
will have fallen in pleasant places when his occupation 
brings him into contact with the horse.— The Hospital. 


An unsuccessful N.S.P.C.A. Prosecuiion. 


In the King’s Bench Division, 12th ult., a Divisional 
Court had before them the case of Potter v. Challans, on 
a case stated by five justices of the Parts of Kesteven, 
Lincolnshire. The justices dismissed an information 
brought before the Court by the appellant, Edward 
Potter, an inspector in the employment of the Society 
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, against John 
William Challans, a farmer, of Leadenham, whe was 
charged vith cruelty to a ewe sheep. 

The principal evidence in support of the charge, 
which was heard at Sleaford, was that of a shepherd 
named Thomas Reynolds, who stated that on the 3ist 
May, 1909, he saw the sheep in question in a field 
belonging to respondent, about a quarter of a mile 
from respondent’s house. The animal, he said, was 
attacked by flies, and was evidently suffering great 
pain. On the Ist June he (Reyonlds) saw the animal 
again, when it appeared to be in a worse state than 
on the previous day, the flies covering all one side. On 
the following day he found the animal was dead. 
Upon examination of the animal he found it was in a 
dreadful condition, worms having eaten through the 
side into the intestines, and there was no sign of the 
wound having been dressed. In cross-examination wit- 
ness admitted that he knew the ewe belonged to the 
respondent, but said it was not his business to call 
his attention to the matter. The appellant stated that 


when he saw the respondent on the matter the latter |} 


admitted that he knew that some of his sheep were 
affected with fly, and said that on the 29th of May 
he sent a man to attend to them. It was contended on 
behalf of the respondent that there was no evidence 
against him of guilty knowledge, and the justices took 
this view. 

Mr. Stewart Bevan now argued that the cireum- 
stances of the case showed that the respondent must 
have known the condition of the animal, but the Court, 
without calling upon counsel on the other side, held 
that there was no point of law involved,. and as to the 
facts, the justices were evidently not satisfied with the 
evidence. Their Lordships therefore dismissed the appeal 
with costs, 





Long-Lived Horses. 


The longevity of the British thoroughbred is little less 
than remarkable, says a writer in “Raily’s Magazine.” 
Diomed, who won the first Derby in 1780, died in 
America at the age of 31. Kettledrum, Macaroni, and 
Galopin all attained 27 ; Hermit, George Frederick and 
Bend Or, 26; Harvester, 25 ; Lord Lyon, 24; Doncaster 
and Kisber, 22; Blair Athol, Iroquois, and Ormonde, 21; 
and Sir Bevys and Shotover, 20 years. 

Then, again, Bay Bolton died at 31 ; Sampson at 32 ; 
Matchem at 33 ; Ranthos (his son) at 31 ; Eclipse at 25; 
Jupiter (his son) at 28 ; Messenger at 28 ; Alexander (a 
son of Eclipse) at 29; three sons of Highflyer, Sir Peter 
at 27, Star at 26, and Traveller at 28 ; trot at 36, 
Touchstone at 30; Sheet Anchor at 31 ; Birdeatcher at 
27, Forbidden Fruit (his son) at 29 ; Buccaneer (the son 
of Wild Dayrell) at 30 ; and so on. 

Turning to breeding, Partner got a mare when he was 
29, and at the same age the Godolphin Arabian sired 
Matchless, which lived to be 32 years old. Matchem 
himself got twenty-two animals of repute in the last 
eight years of his life, and he died when 33. Puzzle, 
sired by him when 28, lived to be 32 years of age. 
Moreover, when Matchem was 28 he sired ten animals, 
and eight of them were mares. 

Pot-8-os at 25 sired the mare Grey Duchess, and she 
had nineteen foals and lived to be 28 years of age. Waxy 
was a sire at 27, and Orville got two mares at the same 
age. Comus gave us Grey Momus, when he was 25, 
and three mares were born to him at 36. Dr. Syntax 
was still at stud at 27, Pantaloon at 26, Touchstone at 
28, Orlando at 26. 

In the General Stud Book there are at least 213 
thoroughbred mares which have had not less than 17 
living foals. No other breed can show, even approxi- 
mately, such breeding merits as the English breed of 
racehorses. Agricultural Gazette. 





A Dog Story. 


A correspondent in The Times writes : 


“A remarkable incident is reported from Wootton 
Wawen. A wire-haired terrier was out a-rabbiting with 
his master and friends in Christmas week. The rabbit 
ran near a disused well, dry, 90ft. in depth, carelessly 
covered with an old gate and thorns. The dog in its pur- 
suit after the rabbit fell into the well. A Mr. Joseph 
Yarwood, for his name is worth recording, volunteered 
to save the dog. Ladders were procured and securely 
fastened together, and Mr. Yarwood descended. His 
candle, owing to foul air, was extinguished ; he lit it 
again. Lower down the air was purer. He secured the 
dog and brought him safely to the surface. Doggie at 
once picked up the scent of the rabbit, and followed in 
vursuit of the scent none the worse for his five hours’ 
Incarceration—it took that to prepare and get the 
ladders, etc. Dogs apparently are as tenacious of life as 
eats proverbially are.” 


The latest addition to our list of Veterinary Associa- 
tions is the Naial Veterinary Medical Association 
formed on November 19th, 1909, by the general wish of 
the qualified practitioners resident in the Colony. 

The first President is Mr. H. Watkins-Pitchford, 
Government Bacteriologist, with Hon. Secretary and 
Treasurer, Mr. J. B. Collyer, Veterinary Inspector, 
Natal Police, both of Pietermaritzburg. 
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Death from Anthrax at Brampton. 


Mr. F. W. Halton, Coroner for East Cumberland, held 
an inquest on 28th ult., at Four Gables Cottage, near 
Brampton, on the body of John Bell, farmer, New Mills, 
who died on Tuesday from anthrax which was contracted 
froma bull on January 12.—Mr. J. W. T. Gibson was 
foreman of the jury. , : 

William Bell, New Mills, identified the body as that 
of his brother, who was 55 years of age. Deceased first 
complained of illness on Wednesda , the 19th, when he 
said his arm was a little painful. On the following 
morning he showed his sisters a mark on his arm, but 
said nothing to witness. 

John Joseph Richardson, farmer, Cumcatch, said he 
had known deceased, who was a neighbouring farmer, 
all his life. Witness had been keeping four cattle in a 
shed on the farm and had been feeding them with Bom- 
bay cotton cake, compound and linseed cake, brawn, 
crushed oats, and hay. On January 11th, about 6.30 in 
the morning, he noticed that one of the animals, a short- 
horn bull eleven months old, was slightly lame in one 
leg. About an hour and a half afterwards he went back 
and found nothing further wrong with it, but, snepeting 
that it was seized with blackquarter, he, after a thi 
visit, sent for Mr. Hewetson, V.S., Brampton. Mr. 
Hewetson arrived about 3.30, and gave the bull some 
medicine after putting it into a loose box by itself. 
Witness looked at the bull before retiring for the night, 
and it appeared perfectly healthy. Next morning, about 
5.30, he found the animal lying gasping, and very far 
through. Not knowing it was B nec omy and being of 
opinion that it had injured itself, he killed the bull. He 
did not notice that its blood was thin. Its tongue was 
not out, nor was it sweating. After killing it he sent for 
deceased to assist in the ———. of it. eased had 
served his time as a butcher in his younger days, and 
had dressed for witness for 20 years. In the course of 
the dressing witness noticed that the animal’s spleen was 
rather large, and he thought it advisable to again send 
for the veterinary surgeon, in order to obtain a certificate 
before having the animal sent off for food. Mr. Hewet- 
son arrived, and on an examination had a suspicion that 
the bull had anthrax. He had the whole box closed up, 
and took a part of the spleen to Brampton with him for 
examination. Witness followed him shortly afterwards, 
and Mr. Hewetson exp the opinion that it was 
anthrax, and told him to report the matter to the police, 
which he immediately did Witness washed himself 
with Jeyes’ fluid, and at once went, to deceased with 
some and asked him to do likewise. Deceased said he 
did not think there was any need, as there was not a 
scratch or a pin mark about him, and he did not use the 
fluid. ‘Two days afterwards witness went to a sale with 
deceased, and the latter had no complaint to make. 
Witness had never before seen a case of anthrax, but he 
knew that animals died very quickly of that disease. 
None of the other stock had showed any signs of the 
disease, and he had not the slightest idea how the anth- 
—— arisen. ] Rie 

ying to questions by a juryman, witness said he 
had bee i 


n using Bombay cotton cake for many years. | POSS 


Deceased had not been in good health for some consider- 
able time. He had been troubled with a cough and he 
told witness once that he had only one lung. The car- 
case of the bull had been cremated and the whole place 
disinfected and cleaned. Deceased washed himself with 


hot water. 
Isaac Richardson, Joiners’ Arms, Brampton, said he 
was with deceased when he died. said nothing 


about the cause of death, and in answer to a question 
put to him by witness, said he had not a scratch or cut 
about him. 

Dr. Arnott, Brampton, said that deceased consulted 








him on Thursday, January 20th, complaining of a painful 
arm. On hearing the story about the bull witness sus- 
anthrax, and on av examination of some blood he 
ound any quantity of bacilli of anthrax. Witness tried 
different modes of injecting carbolic acid, but they had 
no effect, and deceased died on Tuesday. Deceased’s 
arm was swollen, and became covered with watery a 
and before death it turned almost black. Deceased tol 
him he had no scratches or cuts about him, but it was 
uite possible for anyone to contract anthrax through 
the roots of the hair. It was also possible for the disease 
to be communicated through taking milk from the in- 
fected animals. Deceased had not been in a good state 
of health, and had been ailing for months past, but he 
was not suffering from phthisis. 

The Coroner: Probably if deceased had washed him- 
self with Jeyes’ Fluid he would have been alive to-day ? 
—Probably. I would like it to be understood that mere 
washing with boiling water is not enough : it is neces- 
sary that some disinfectant should be used after working 
with a diseased animal. 

It is suggested that deceased did not change his shirt. 
If he did not do so, and there happened to be some 
blood on it, the constant rubbing against the arm would 
be likely to drive the poison in?—Yes. 1 would say 
co - shirt should have been changed and probably 

urned. 

It is possible he got the disease while he was actually 
dressing the animal !—Yes, and one part of carbolic acid 
in twenty parts of water would have killed the bacilli. 

Do you think it is likely that he got the disease from 
anywhere else but this bull !—I have no reason to 
think so. 

Mr. W. T. Hewetson, M.R.c.v.s., Brampton, stated that 
when he was called to see.the bull on Jan. 11, it was 
rather stiff on one hind leg. He examined the for 
black-quarter, but no symptoms of that, nor of anthrax. 
He concluded that the bull might have been knocked 
down in the field, or have had too much to eat. The 
symptoms of anthrax were that breathing as a rule was 
very pronounced, the animal got very excited, almost 
mad, and bled at the mouth. On the 12th he found no 
symptoms of anthrax in the carcase, but on a micros- 
copical examination of a piece of the enlarged spleen he 
found a great number of germs. He concluded it was 
anthrax, and told Mr. Richardson to inform the police. 

The Coroner : How is it possible for the anthrax to 
have arisen {—I can only give a suggestion. Anthrax is 
preemie mnens about a farm like this through feed- 
ing stuffs—Indian meal and cakes from foreign countries. 
In foreign countries anthrax is more prevalent than in 
a country like this of less temperature. The 
multiply more in hot countries than here. I would not 
like to go so far as to say that the feeding stuffs were 
the direct cause of the disease in this case. Anthrax 
is generally carried in sewage matter, but there was no 
sewerage system where this occurred. 

The Coroner : Don’t you think it is rather unwise for 
a man to kill a beast before a veterinary surgeon had 
certified that it was free from disease?—I think it 
a better to have a veterinary surgeon, if it were 
ible. 

Is it the custom amongst farmers to slaughter animals 
if they think they are going to die —That has been the 
custom, but the day for that is past. I don’t think that 
unless animals have been ound her veterinary surgeons 
om ought to be offered for sale. 

deceased had washed himself in Jeyes’ fluid and 
changed his shirt he would have probably been all 
right /—He would. Iam very sorry he did not act on 
the advice given by Mr. Richardson. I would like to 
say that there will be no infection left at the f and 
poets wishing to purchase stock at Mr. Ric n’s 

orthcoming sale need have no fear. 
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caster stated thaf the whole of the restric- 

by the Board of Agriculture had been 

He had forwarded some blood, etc., of the 

i Prof. M‘Fadyean, London, who had certified 
that it was an undoubted case of anthrax. ~~ 
mer, in summing up, said the object of the 

was to try and get some information of this 

i because very little was known of it at present. 
Two ae struck him in connection with this case. It 
probable that deceased would have been alive to- 

if he had taken the precaution to wash himself with 
some disinfectant. It seemed to him, also, that there 


was suffering from disease without getting a certificate 
from a veterinary m to say that the animal was fit 
to be slaughtered. It appeared that the disease had 
passed into deceased’s system through the pores of 
the skin. 

The jury returned a verdict that death was due to 

thrax received on Jan. 12th while deceased was dress- 
ing and cleaninga bull.— Zast Cumberland News. 


Personal. 


Mr. Joun Wortiey Axe, of The Lodge, Winthorpe, 
Newark, lately a Professor in the Royal Veterinary 
College, London, Chief Veterinary Inspector to the 
Surrey County Council, left estate valued at £13,139 
prose, with net personalty of £8,907. He bequeathed 

is property to his wife during her widowhood, and then 
£2000 to the Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Institu- 
tion, upon trust, to accumulate the same, at compound 
interest, until the total reaches £3000, and then to ex- 
pend £700 in the purchase of land, and with the erection 
thereon of two cottages, or in the purchase of land with 
existing —e. not less than thirty miles from the 
offices of the Institution in London, and to apply the 
income from the remaining £2,300 in allowances to in- 
mates, who are to be either members or past members of 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, who, from 
accident, or disease, are unable to follow the practice 
of their profession, or the aged or infirm widows of 
members or past members of the Royal College of Veter- 
inary Surgeons. 

£500 to the Royal Agricultural Benevolent Institu- 
tion, for the relief of farmers, their wives or widows, or 
unmarried orphan daughters. 

£400 to the Royal Veterinary College, Camden Town, 
N.W., to defray the expense of painting full length por- 
traits of Professors Spooner, Simonds, Varnell, and 
Brown, to be hung in the Council Chamber of the said 
College, in recognition of their great services to veteri- 
nary science. 


In the announcement of the University (Melbourne, 
Victoria) examinations, on Wednesday, December 8, 
it was stated that S.S. Cameron had qualified for the 
degree of Bachelor and Doctor of Veterinary Science. 
Dr. Cameron is the Chief Veterinary Officer of the Agri- 
cultural Department. It is interesting to note that.this 
is the first degree of Doctor of Veterinary Science issued 
by a British University, although such degrees have 
been issued by Continental and American universities 
for some time past. The theses for which Dr. Cameron 
was awarded his degree included contributions upon 
hereditary unsoundness in horses, pleuro-pneumonia 
contagiosa of bovines, epizootic amblyopia in horses, and 
tuberculosis in animals and man. e examiners were 
Prof. Allan, Dr. J. W. Barrett, and Dr.Cherry.— The Age. 


Mr. ALEXANDER Levi, F.R.C.v.s., of Nottingham, 
was appointed examiner in Veterinary 
meeting of the University Court of Edinburgh. 


Hygiene at a 





The following have been appointed Veterinarv I - 
tors for 1910 to the Clydesdale Horse Society : i 
and Umpire—Principal M‘Call, F.x.c.v.s., Glasgow. Ex- 
aminers— Messrs. Andrew Robb, F.8.c.v.s., Glasgow, and 
Richard Rutherford, F.z.c.v.s., Edinburgh 
Tuompson—Rose.—At the Roman Catholic Church, 
Quetta, on Nov. 25th last, bas ws A. J. Thompson, A.v.D. 
to Miss Ada May Rose, daughter of Mr. J. Rose, 1.c.s. 








ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 
Extract from London Gazette, 
Wak Orrice, WHITEHALL, Jan. 28. 


Army VETERINARY CoRPs. 


The undermentioned to be Lieuts. (on probation) :— 

IJ. M. Soutar, in succession to Maj. F. W. Sharp, 
D.S.0., retired. 

H. G. Tabuteau, in succession to Capt. A. 8S. Head. 
retired. Dated Jan. 29. 








OBITUARY. 
James A. FRYER, M.R.C.V.S., 7 Aubrey St., Liverpool, 
Graduated, Lond : Dec. 1888. 
Mr. Fryer died on Jan. 23rd, from heart disease. He 
was 48 years of age. 

WiiiiaM Day, M.R.C.V.S., 11 Cambridge Park Gardens. 
Twickenham. Lond: April, 1870. 
Death occurred on Jan. 29th, from cerebral hzmor- 

rhage, at the age of 61 years. 


Joun Hoye, v.s., died on Jan. 29th, at Moorland 
View, Thurgoland, York, from carcinoma of stomach. 


Aged 65 years. 








CORRESPONDENCE. 


METHYLENE BLUE IN PIROPLASMOSIS. 
Sir, 

As I was at one time greatly interested in Texas fever, I 
was much interested in reading the abstract on ‘‘ The Drug 
treatment of piroplasmosis in cattle,’’ and I should be greatly 
obliged if you can obtain for me the following information 
through the medium of your widely read paper, viz., 
whether there is any connection between the ‘‘ discovery ’’ 
of Mr. James Brandt, F.R.C.V.8., of ‘‘ A remedy for Try- 
panosomiasis'’ (Veterinary Record, August 31, 1907) and 
these ‘‘ Experiments on Redwater.’’ Mr. Brandt’s remedy 
was 1 per cent. watery solution of Methylene blue, and the 
treatment with Trypanblau is with a 1 per cent. solution. 
In the ‘‘Summary and conclusions’’ it is said, No. 7, 
‘** Although doses of 150 to 200 cc. —— were used, it is prob- 
able that smaller doses will prove efficient.’’ Mr. Brandt’s 
doses were 10 cc. daily. 

Thanking you in advance—I am, yours faithfully, 

W. H. K, F.R.C.V.8. 








Communications AND Parers Recetvep.—Mr. A. P. Case. 
‘* Vis Unita Fortior. The Daily Mail. Jan. 29. 

Messrs. J. B. Collyer, A.J. Beckett, J. McKenny, 
Major F. Eassie. The Daily Telegraph, Nottingham Daily 
Express, East Cumberland News. Feb. 5. 








Original articles and reports should be written on one 
side of the paper only and authenticated by the names and 
addresses of the writers, not necessarily for publication. 
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